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Short Expreſſions of Comfort, 


E who loves Beauty, and 

to be beloved again z let 

him leve God , who is the greateſt 
Beauty and the greateſt Lover. 

He who loves riches, let bim 
love God, who is an Infinite 
Treaſure of riches. 

He who is Ambitious, and 
loves honour, let him love God the 
Fountain of honour. 

He who loves pleaſure,let him 
love God, at whoſe right band 
there are pleaſures for evermore, 
and who is himſelf an Infinite 
Fountain of Joy. 

He who loſes his Soul has loft all. 

He who ſecures his Soul,has ſe- 
cur d all. 

One moment in Heaven will 
ſatisfie for all that we have 
faffer d on earth, 

The condition on which the 
hap» 


L appineſs of He 1V'n is promtisd 
us, is, that we w:4l be happ, on 
ea"th, by living . according to 
TICS, b « 
God will protec® us, and ſups 
part us, and reward us, in his 
ern Service, 

None are Wiſe, or Great, or 
Happy, but the virtuous. 

Virtue is a Nobler thing then 

a Crows. 
- Nothing is wit or parts, but 
Uiritue bappineſs , and nd- 
thing fo dull, and ſtupid, ard 
weak, as vice, and miſery, let 
the man be nere ſo pert, or nere 
ſo grave, | 

Nothing can befriend us but 
virtue, Nothing can touch or hurt 
as but frm. 

A good life is the beſt ſence in 
theworld ;, and vice is the great- 
et Inſerice and irreaſon in nat ure. 
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(1) 


Of the Chriſtian Religion in 
general. 


s I'S certain thete is no- 
thing ſo charming, ſo 

| advantageous as che 
practice of the Chriſtian Religion, 
while it ſecures to us all the com- 
forts of this Life , and of that 
to come ; that purifies our Bo- 
dies , and adorns our Souls, 
that raiſes our Hope, and en- 
flames our Love, and rejoyces 
our | Faith, and baniſhes De- 
ſpair by the infinite Love and 
M:rcy of the Holy Trinicy, that 
attends this holy practice, which 
dilperſes our Sorrows and a- 
averts our Griefs, but {wells our 
Joys, and enflames ouggTryumph, 
and chates our Hope, 'and de- 
{cends the Angels, and mixes Hea- 
ven with human Lite, and drowns 
the World in a Deluge ot Joys, 
B ai)! 


2 Ofthe Chriſtian Religion 


and an Ocean of Comforts, over: 
flowing all with unſpeakable fa- 
tisfa&tions and pleaſure. 

If unſpeakable joys can Charm, 
if everlaſiing hopes can move , 
if extaſies as long as Eternity and 
endleſs Rapture can prevail with 
us to love our own happineſs, and 
befriend our own Beings, we can- 
not chooſe but be in love with 
Religion, and charm'd with Vir- 
tue, the ſure means of fo much 


.'Tryumph , and ſuch large Joys, 
that are bigger then our Notions, : 
and ſtretch themſelves over all | 
Eternity , and hold out as long as | 
God : And now what can we wiſh | 


for more then Religion aſſures us 
of? if happineſs can provoke us , 
here it is to be had; ifour own 
deſires can atisfie us , here we 
ſhall enjov them and more, there 


45 nothing that's pleaſant or pro- ' 
titable bur ſhall flow in upon us / 
in the fulleſt meaſures , and over- 


flow our ſouls for ever. 


! 
£ 
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& 


The | 


[ 


. The . moſt unbounded fancy 
will find it felf exceeded by Re- 
ligion, which gives beyond. whac 
that can imagine. , and ſurpaſſes 
by moſt heated pho indeed 

contracting, it Ce our de- 
fires, and gives them more than 
fatisfaction; ic entertains our reas 
ſon with juſt. and: equal Objeds, 
and feedsit with rational and pro- 
per latisfactons, and always keeps 
nn it's view, that which is luſhious, 
ſreat and divine, pure and Noble, 
m and Everlaſting; in Religion 
no labour ſhall be loſt, no forrow 
ſhall be able to oppreſsus, no plea- 
fare ſhall abuſe us, no-vanity en- 
ſnare us, but we ſhall be witſe for 
our ſelves, and wiſe for ever, we 
ſhall be uſeful to others by che 
greateſt charity of our devotions, 
if we are poor, and by the lefligr 
charity of our ales too, if weare 
rich; we fthall bealways employ'4 
to the height of our beings,and cx- 
ert the perfection of qQur Nacures, 
B 2 an” 
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and a& above them in the Eleva* 
tions of Grace. 

Noneof our ations ſhall be loſt, 
or recoyle with. miſchief upon us, 
we ſhall be ſtrangers to the con- 
fuſionsrhat”artegd on pride, and 
eſcape the Storms of paſſion, and 
the racksof Envy, and the diſgra- 
ces of Luſt, andithe toils, and the 
labours, and the precipices ; and 
after all the follie of Ambitions 
and a Sad, a fooliſh, and an emp- 
ty Greatneſs ; and fitdownin the 
peace, and wiſdom,and quiet, and 
toys, and ſecurity, if not in the 
tranl ofa fair, an eaſte, and 
a wiſe happineſs at preſent, and a 
raviſhing hope that can't be de- 
{cribed but by uncaſſie joys,and fu- 
ries of happinefs, and convulfons 
ff JE and Aponies of de- 


_ - And now who can employ his | 
labours wiſely any where elſe ? 
-where the income is no leſs then 
Infinite, and Erernal, in which 

Angcls 


in Gereral. 5 
Angels aflilt, and attend. him; 
that Cloud of glorious Witneſſes, 
who fan the Tcils of the Con- 
feſſors and Martyrs, and the Ea- 
bours of the Laps'd and the Peni- 
tent, with the brighteſt Joys, and 
peaceful Whiſpers. 

And whither ſhould we now 
go for Happineſs, but to Religion, 
the Mother of Satisfactions. and 
Content, the Parent of Delight 
and Hope, of preſent Joy and tu- 
ture Immortality. 


6 
Of the Benefits of Patience in 


particular. 


Hoever conſiders the vaſt 
and eternal Rewards that 
are proposd in the other Life,will 
foon be perſwaded to believe, 
that all we can ſuffer in” this Life 
is eaſie and litrle, joyn'd with the 
Afiſtances that are given us from 
Heaven for our ſupport; and if 
we confiler that. we ſuffer for 
him who is Infinitely Beautiful, 
and loves as infinitely, and is in- 
finitely Glorious, and is infinitely 
able to make us happy, and in 
finitely willing, our very miſeries 
will be luſhious and charming, 
and our Sufferings will be drown d 
in Joys unſp:akable and full of 
Glory. *Twill be pleaſant ro ſuf- | 
ter for ſo much Beauty, and his 
Will will always be charming,and . 
his Love will always charm us : 
now whatever we do or ſuffer for 
an infinite Beauty, and an infinice 
Love, 


Of the Benefits > 


Love, cannot be without tran- 
ſports and extaſies; the feigntings 
of Love, that turns all into joy 
and raviſhment, into peace and 
conſolation andthe bigger joy will 
drown the lefler miſery ; the 
viſits of Love, and the ircuptions 
of Heaven, and the kindneſs of 
the ſupream Beauty, breaking in 
upon the Soul, will maks every 
thing unvlpeakably cnarming 
and trivmphant, ſuch as no 
H::mar2 Joys can equal, nor all 
the World is able to purchaſe;ſuch 
as the Ceſars never knew, nor 
the bloody Gonquerorever taſted, 
but {ich as the Martyrs have felt, 
and the Confellors enjoy'd, and 
have confeſſed they were grexer 
then their pains, and harder to 
bear, and fome of them have die1 
of Love and Joys, who ſurvivd 
all their torments ' and outliv'd 
their pains, but Love was ſtronger 
then Death, and overcame Life 
and it to, and carried them on 
Te 


'L of Patience. 
its Flames to Eternal 'Triumphs 
and Glory, to behold that beaut 
face to face, whom they loved ſo 
much, and whoſe enjoyment the 
ſaught through Flames and Death, 


and at laſt obtained through the. 


Intereſt of miſeries and death, the 
unſpeakable advantagesthatattend 
on Sufferings and Patience in a 
Religion that's laviſh of Crowns 
and Rewards, and ſcatters Scep- 
ters, and Palms, and everlaſting 
Glories amongſt then that reſiſt 
unto blood ſtriving againſt Sin. 


Of Divine Love 


Nene but Love can write of 
4 VLove , *tis all experience and 
joy, tranſport and Obedience, it 
comes from God, and returns to 
Gad, the Sovereign _—_ , the 
Intinite Lover,the | m———— appi= 

. nels, 
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Of "Dine \ Love. ©» 
neſs, and bounty ;tisthe beight and 
quinteſlence ot Religion, x4 a 
Pineſs of Angels, that that imade 
the Worlds, and preſerves! them 
from ruin; that created; redeem'd, 
and ſandtified Mankind. 's; that 
Makes Religion: Charming, \ and 


Duty: pleaſure, and. Qbedience 
'Liberty 5 thar refinesthe ſoul, and 


pur ifiesthe body ,the;great 


Enemy 
.of Hypocriſte and Rebellion, thac 
that makes us Noble and ſincere , 
humble and Great, eaſie.; reſo- 


lute, and Conſtant, that enflam'd 
the Martyrs , and preſerv'd the 


.GConfeffors , *tis that :heaven that 


waits' not for death; but mingles 
with this mortal life; and: cones 
down uporr it in ſhowers of trans- 
part and illapſes of joy,and tumul- 
ous uneaſie happineiles, that ren 
us with their greatneſs, that are 
fierce and violent, and a& like 
Pangs and Agonies, and the 
Face of Heaven is covered witli 
Tempeſts while the joey- is 

B 5 og 
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£00 great for a-Calmand ferments 
into Storms and Violence: 
Oh Sacred Paſſion! Oh Divine 
Pain | Oh fweeteſt ' Pleaſure ! 
foodof Angeb!reward of Martyrs! 


conſolation of the humble ! 


how ſhall we be: ſatisfied 
with thy' delights ! when ſhall 


we be transform'd into thee! | 


when we have. found thes,. we 
have found Heaven, when we 


enjoy. thee, we enjoy all things, 
eyen God himſelf;for God is Love, | 
and he that dwelleth in love dwel> | 


leth m God,and God in him ; he is 


raviſht with Beauty, and filled | 


. with Love, and fatisfied with 
Knowledge, and deſires nothing 
more, butro love and ſuffer more 


for the infinite Beloved, to be | 
always doing that that pleaſes him | 
moſt and to be humble tothe ut- | 
moft, becauſe,thatpleaſeshim moſt | 


co adore his Beauty,and to imitate 
his Love,and to know his Will,and 
to perform it with ardour,and to 
hate 
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Of Mortification. nt: 


hate his own,andtolove Mankind» 
who bears the Image of the Infinite 


Beloved, and is ftill longing for. 


the Beatifick and Eternal Viſion, 
that graſps init all Happinefs, and 
draws after it all Joys, where 
millions of Angels are fixt in an 
everlaſting extafie, and gaze, and 
love out eternal Apes, ſinging 
Hallelujahs, and Glory, and 
Love, to the Sovercign Beauty 
for ever and ever. © 


A .. 


gy 


Of Mortification. 

By no *man pretend to love 
Pleaſure that does 'not love 

the Pratice of Mortification, 


both of Body and Mind, hence 
the Health, hence the Purity, 


hence the Beauty and the, Joy of 


both. By this we conquer Earth, 
in order to the conqueſt of Hea- 
ven, by this we conquer our ſelves 
firſt, and then our Enemies, by ir 
we reſind all that's fooliſh ang 


= 


mil- 


22 Of. Mortiffeation. 
miſchievousin the World, the op- 
preffions . of Gluttony, and 
deluges of Intemperance, and the 
vanity of Pride, and the unrea- 


ſfonablenelſs of Covetouſneb, and } 
L c1vÞs rage of Enyy, . and [the | 
ſtupidit) 


y of Cunning, and 'the 

| Jafſes . of Diſhoneſty, and the 
poverty of Opprefſion.. It ſes 
us quits abave this World and all 
that's mortal or corcuptiblezand in 
order to clear the way to a firm, 
and pure, and lafting Happineſs, 
it cuts off all the falſeſt Preten- 
ces.to it, as Luſt, 'and Ambition, 
Luxury, and Power, and fixes it 
in that that is ſpiritual and ever- 
laſting, fitted to the greatneſs and 
duration of.che Soul, in Divine 
Love and Devotion, in Chaſtity, 
and forgiving injuries, in humility 
and a true Ambition, in Wiſdom 
'and Goodneſs, in Temperance 
and Generoſity, in Patience and 
Crowns, in Faith and Eyerlaſting 
Kingdoms, and makes us —_—_ 
h chen 


: 
] 
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Of \Martifteatign. 13 
then Ceſars or Conſuls, and gives 
us better Tryumphs, and. ms 


' to nobler Conquelts ; by.-1t the 


Soul is raiſed. to-Jits true Glory, - 
made wiſe and ſtrong, noble and 
clean,aftive andambuious,hpmble 
and great, eras. perk ” rf X 
overtakes its intereſt, and. 
on Eternal Glories. 4ife1te? 
- And whoever © conſiders the 
emptinels of - the things 'of this 
World, how falſe and uncertain, 
how trifling and vain, how diſap- 
pointing and fad, will ſoon be. con- 
vinc'd - that he can employ - his 
time in nothing more adyanc 

ous: then - in ſubduing the Follies 
and Miſeries of the World; and 
retrenching all that's hurtful to 
the Body and Soul, and bringing 
eachto their proper nouriſhment 
and ſtint, and in effet, Mor- 
tification is nothing elſe but a cut. 
ting off whatever is a hindrance 
or an enemy to our trus Happis 
nefs, and where is the harm or 
the 


I4 Of Mortification. 


the loſs in all this? by Temperance 
we cut off Dropſies and Fevers, 
and almoſt the whole liſt of Di- 


ſtempers, that wait on our follies, . 


and puniſh our exceſſes by Humi- 
lity, the ſtorms and the rages of 
at incens'd Pride, that's torn with 
affronts, and rack't with con- 
tempt , and rive the miſerable 


man that's ſubje& ro the mercileſs. 


and Crnel diſtemper ; and:'he 
chats loving and kind , eſcapes 
the whips and ſnakes of En- 
vy, and conſuming Malice, that 
live upon the blood, and feed on 
the very Vitals, and conſume che 
ſpirits, and frethim into a Skelli- 
ton and vex him to a Ghoſt, 

By Chaſtity we eſcape the Con- 
vulſions, the pollutions , the dil- 
graces , and the diſtempers of 
Luft, that Wars againſt the Soul 
that Enemy of it's Crown and 
Glory, that ſubdues its beauty, 
and darkens it's faculties, and 
cloggs it's foar, and conceals Hea- 
ven, 
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Of Mortificatton, it5 


"_ w_ oven the glorious 
roſpe&, and ſullies all it*s bt? 
Satin, that turns the Soul] o 
body,and the body into Beaſt; and 
to conclude, Mortification , 
which I mean that of the Souf 
as well as that of the body, is the 
removal of every miſery, and the 
IntroduQtion of every Joy- 


res 


Of Charity, 


Hoever is a Lover of 
himſelf, muſt be a Lover 
of this duty, that in the end tends 
ſo much ro our ownintereſt, tho 
that ought not to be our deſign ; 
while I become my Brothers 
friend, I render God mine, and 
Heaven , and everlaſting King- 
domes are the unſpeakable Re» 
wards of a charitable Religian, 
and he, who will not practice 
this duty , is reſolvd to do no- 
thing for himſelf, that 1s, he is 
r@- 


x6 . Of. Charity. 
reſolved. to: manage. his Intereſts 
withour the- blefling of God,' or 
the afliſtance of his Neighbours, 
he will neither do [good nor re- 
eft of Mankinds and is forſaken 
of Mankind, he will a&t by -him- 
ſelf; and periſh by himſelf, he will 
take care for one, and will be thac 
one, the World will take no care 
atall of. 

He has rejected the beft Prin- 
Ciple in Nature or Religion, thac 
harps, char ky whdel the AU 

Ppy, that by which the Angels 
i 1 and that-for wane 
of which Devils 'are' Devils, he 
has Rparated- himſelf” from the 
whole Creation ,” and excluded 
himſelf from the common Provi- 
dence of the World, he has bro- 
ken out from Society , and that 
Commonwealth, that ties the 
World, and ſits a ſingle Creati- 
on and Governeeent by himſelf, 
and will piofper only from _—_ 

elf, 


, be forfakes, the.inter-: 


: 
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_ felf, and by himſelf, without a” 
.ny regard to a common: good? 
.. er a mutual aſliſtance, he has 
diveſted himſelf of all the Senti- 
ments of a tender Humanty, and 
of that Love, withone which no 
Man can be happy. © © 
. Bur the Charitable Man- on 
the other hand js good and hap- 
[Py as an Angel, is acted by Hea- 


-ven and Love, and differs little 


from the Angels, as he wasmade 


[© [bur a litcle Jower than they; an 


« comes as nearthe life of Heaven, 
as a mortal Body will tet him, 
- and ads by that principle which 
alone gives. Happineſs to Man- 
| kind ; he loves, and while he does 
ſo, is obliged to be happy , and 
his Soul is charm'd with che 
. brighteſt pleaſures, and the pur- 
eſt Joys, and over-flows with that 
paſſion, that is ir ſelf very joy, 
and the very life and heaven of 
the Soul, its greateſt duty and its 
" greateſt reward ; 'tis more =y 
ca 
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eaſe and peace, *tis poſitive hap- 
pinefs, and a ſubſtantial pleaſure, 
that makes every thing delightful 
and entertaining , that's good or 
innocent, and in that degree we 
converſe with it, we converſe 
/ with Heaven; and have reacht all 
the Perfe&tion our Souls are capa- 
ble of ape Life , _ wage is 
nothi igher or happier than 
phy for God himſelf is that 
excellent thing , by it he creat- 
ed and rules the World, and 
wherever it is in its full perfed&ti- 
on, thereis Heaven ; this the 
Angels experience in their mini- 
ſteries here below , while they 
come down with breaſts flaming 


with Charity and Love, bring- | 
ing their Heaven with them, | 


that is a boundleG love to God | 


and Man, 


of 


: 
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Of Elumility. 


Hawn? is the Foundation of 
| _—_— , the Pillar of Virs 
tue , the ſecurity of a pood Life, 
the Duty and the Wiſdom of a 
Man, the terror of the Devil, 
the reftorer of the Humane Na- 
ture, andthe great Example of 
the Son of Got. This is ie re- 
ſtores the broken Penitent, and 
and recovers the Laps'd, and fe- 
cures the Fartkful, that puts 
Temprations to Flight, and the 
Tempter too, that charmes the 
Angels, and is admired by Men, 
anq pleads with God, and ob- 
tains Heaven, and reſcues from 
Eternal ruine. 

Is any Man Ambitious? Lethim 
be Humble, and he ſhall be as 
great as he can deſire : O may the 
fame minde be in us all, which 
Was 
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was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
being in the form ot God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with 


God , but made himſelf of no 


reputation; for which God alſo 
hath bighly exalted him , there 
15 nothing truely Great, but Hu- 
nulicy, or truely mean, and de- 
ſpicable, and lictle, but Pride: 
though Humilicy deſcend to the 
bottom of the loweſt Vallies, yet 
It riſes to the utmoſt bounds of 
the everlaſting Hills , crowning 
the Penitent and the Confeſfor 
with eternal Wreaths of Glory, 
and the Valley of tears becomes 
fruitful and glorious . as.the Gar- 
den of Eden, and from the River 
of Tears chat iſſues thence, is the 
whole World refreſht. Whoe- 


ver would be truly wiſe, let him 
be ceruely humble and he. ſball 
| Whoever would be tiue- }. 
ly happy, let him be truely hum- | 
ble, and he ſhall be ſo. Whoe- ] 
ver would be ſecure from all evils - 


ſpiri- ? 


be fo. 
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ſpiritual and cemporal, let him be 
truly humble, and he ſhall be 
ſo.; let him that loves ce 


| love humility, for from pride on- 


y. cometh War; it avoids all 

ings, .it obtains all —_— , It 
guards, it comforts, it releives, 
it ſtrengrhens, and 'gives Palms 
and- Crowns: The - Angels wait 
upor'e, and before it fly Legions 
and Millions of the Evil Spirits. 
Heavens always open to it, and 
by it the 'vaſt aſcent'is rendred 
eafie and ſafe, and the'dangerous 
road of life , fecure. The Eye, 
and the favour, and the Light of 
the countenance of God is always 
upon't, to reſcue, to cheriſh, 
and to: Crown all its ſufferings, 
and contempts, and labonrs, it's 
perſecutions ard toils from the 
folly and the wickedneſs of men 


1 ang Devils, and ſecures it's road 
| tg eternal Kingdoms, and to the 


flaming Courts of Glory, and to. 


{ him, who forthe joy that was fer 


\ be- 


' the Conquerour, and che terrars 


as , 
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beforg him, and for Our Salvage 


on; endured the Crofs, defpiſing 


the ſhame, and.is now ſet down: 
at.the right band of God, and in; 


the Majeſty of the Father, exalte 
ing that nature of ours in which 
he ed himſelſaboveHeaven 
and Earth, and at whoſe Name 
gs whole Croton hows 

duty of hu were 
in its full practice in the world, 
how great would be the peace 
of Mankind , how would Storms 
and Wars ceaſe ,, Ambition and 
Revenge fleep, and the rage of 


of the Invader ; This one Virtue 
would ſupply the uſe of Laws, 
and the neceflicy of Sanctions , 
would take away the Judge and 
the Executioner, the Officer , 
and 'an untimely death, the Op- 
preſſor and the Tyrant, and 
Peace and Love would adminiſter 
thefWorld , and Umpire all che 
difterences1n it, and Fury won 
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be no more ; nor the Shield, nor 
the Sword, nor the Battle» The 
Tyrant and the Virgin, the 

ror and: the I , the 
King, and the Helpleſs would 
Sit - down in equal ftrengrhs 
and ſecurity, and the power of 
the Strong would be the guard 


and protection of the Weak, and 


the defence of the: helpleſs and 
of the erembling Mai 
To this duty would be owing 
all the happinefſes and-joys of 
friendſhip, and an unbroken 
Love of Mutual Offices , and 
Rival Services , which are all 
interrupted, broken, and diſper'ſt 
by the quarrels, and exceptions 
of Pride, and an unſociable Ho- 
nor, and a Malancholy Ambi- 
tion, and by a Peeviſh Solitary 
Havphtineſs , which is the bane 
of Society aud Happineſs, and 
-of all that's innocene or chear- 
ful in the World. 
By it the Trumpet and As 
lar mz 
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larm, would be turnd into the 


Pipe, and the Tabret, and the 
Harp ; and the Shrieks of the 


Slain, and. the Groans of the. 


Bactle, into the Songs of Virgins, 


and the Smiles of Peace. And 


the Panther would be a Lamb, 


and the Conſul and the Admiral 


would quit the Seas and the Field, 
and eat ' the Bread of Peace, 


and drink the Wine of Love, 


And Armies would diſperſe, 
and Fleets would ſerve the Mer- 
chant, for want of Cruel and 
Ambitious Leaders, of Luxem- 
burgs and Tourvils, of Catanetts 
and D*eftrees. 

To Humility would be owing 
all the Eaſe of Life, and undifh- 
culty of living happy , for Humi- 
lity would add Greatneſs and 
Content, to that condicion 
which the haughty Man can't 
live on, 'twould make us always 
thankful and Glad, and to tind 
reſt eyery. where, and turn _ the 

pain: 
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Painful foar, and the weary 
Climbe into the eaſineſs of a 
deſcent, and a Fall that's receiv'd 
on a Bed of Down, *twou ld make 
the Servant as happy asthe Lord, 
and by how —_ the more 
contented, by ſo mueh the hap- 
pier. And in that degree thac 
Ambition racks the mind , and 
Pride makes every thing trou- 
bleſfome and uneaſie, in the 
ſame degree does Humility 
make all quiet and Eaſie, and 
gives ſleep to the Soul that was 
tortur d with Ambition, and burſt 
with Pride. 

Ir fixes the Man in his Condi- 
tion, and he ſeeks no farther, he 
would for his caſe fall yet lower, 
but for a Crown would not riſe 
higher, if he is conſtant to his wiſ- 
dom and his happineſs, and vir- 
rue. And there he ately beholds, 
and at a ſecure diſtance, che Riſes 
and the Falls of the Ambitious 
man, his Rocks, his precipices, 

C and 
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and his plunges, now hang- 
mg on the; top of the craggy 
Precipice , then loſing bis de- 
ſperate hold falling down head 
long into the Abyſs and bottom of 
infamy and deſpair,there wallow- 
ing in his ruin. 

It makesall fafe and firm about 
us as there is nothing lower, fo 
there is nothimg 1ecurer ; *cis e- 
ven and confſtanc, and as it has no 
floods, fo it hasno ebbs, tisa hap- 
- pineſs equally iffus'{ overthe 
face of life,and above all other du» 
ties of Religion 'moft ſecures to v5 


the Favour and the proteRion of 
God, and is moft remarkable in 


the Example,and-precepts,and life ! 
of Chriſt, who Jelcended from | 


the higheft Glory, to the loweſt 
condition of humane nature ; he 
Hitmſotfhas fer us 'the waſt coppy, 
and has liv'd before us that 'we 
Hotild follow this Example and re- 
warts, und 'what can Kings'or 
Empervris do preater'then _—_ 

0 
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Of Humility. 2.7 
ſo great a Leader, him by whom 
both the worlds were made, and 
was above all Scepters and Pur- 
ples, and yet took upon him the 
Formof a ſervant, and made him- 
ſelfofno reputation, and humbled 
himſelf even to the death of the 
Croſs, who at the ſame cime 
thouglitit no robbery to be equal 
with God. And what greater ex- 
ample can they prepole to them- 
{:lves,1nd after his auchoricy, what 
can be judg'd fo truly great, as to 
be truly Humble, and like the In- 
finite Jeſus, whotaught us by his 
life, and bought us wich his death, 
who laid aſide all his Glory and 
all his happinels for the ſalvation 
of man, and Oh that Mankind 
that was redeemed and faved with 
ſo much humility and conde- 
fcention , would imitate the 
great Example , and that none 
would chink thac mean, that was 
male great in the lite of theloly 
Jeſus, and was the great Afliſtant 
rowardsour Salyation. C2 Of 
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His is fo neceſſary a Virtue, 

that without it all the ©0- 

ther Virtues will quickly wither 
and decay, *cis the Strength, and 
Band, and Guard, and Overſeer 
of all the other virtues, without it 
we ſhall but do and undo,and Im- 
prudence will put usas far back, 
as Zzal will ſet us forward. And 
here I ſhall relate a famous paſlage 
of Antony the famous Hermit of 
Egypt, that Angel of the Deſert, 
and of whom St. Hierame writes 
with fo much praiſe, and fo much 
admiration, while he himſelf for 
four years together led that life, 
accompanied only by Angels and 
wild Beaſts, and Prayers, and 
Faſts, and Hymns, and ſacred 
Books, and probably had ſpent his 
wholc life in thoſe Deſerts of Sy- 
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ria, Whither he retir'd from the 
world, to live in a clearer view 
of Heaven, and in ſtronger Con- 
cemplations of virtue, and ſafer 
from the incurſions and Devaſta- 
tions of the Enemy the world,and 
in acloſer fellowthip with Angels, 
had not the Arrian Inquifitors 
forc'd him from his Retreat. 
and from thoſe Quires of Angels 
with which he ſays, he ſometimes 
though thimfelf ſurrounded, and 
diſturbed his peaceful Empire , 
and his loneſome Reign. 

The paſlage is this , Many 
Holy Men afſemblcd themſelves 
once at the Ce!'l of great A»: 
thony ,, to adviſe with him whacr 
were the. moſt efficacious and ſe- 
cure means to arrive at the perfe- 
ion of a Holy Life, and a com- 
pleat Virtu2 and Happineſs : and 
when the debate had laſted 
from Evening almoſt tro Morn- 
ing, each diſcourſing earneftly 
C 3 and 
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and long on the ſubje@, in ord- 
der to diſcover the ſhorteſt and 
the ſafeſt road to happineſs and 
an entire Virtue, and when each 
had delivered his difterent Judg- 
ment, one Judging it chiefly to 
conſiſt in faſting and watching, 
while by theſe means the mind 
being purified, and cleans'd, and 
rais'd, it might the more eafily 
unite it ſelf to God, others plac't 
it in an entire throwing off the 
World, and all irs intereſts, and 
Ccares,and interruptions;that ſo the 
mind being loote and dilingag'd 
from thoſe cloggs and imp2di- 
ments, that hang like weights a- 
bout her and keep her down 
from her true happineſs, may 
with a quicker flight, and a freer 
ſoar reach its long'd for happi- 


neſs and perfetion. Others the 
Deſart,and an Immence Solicude, 


and the Sacred Horrors of the 


Wi:derncſs, and an unbroken Si- | 
lence, | 
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lence , where the Soul has no- 
thing elſe to do, but feize dis 
realy on'its happineſs, by ſtrong 
and perfe& Contemplations, by 
pare and' conſtant prayer , and 
an uninterrupted Holinzſs , and 
a Heaven broke in upon Lite , 
clear'd from all:the ſtormes aud 
ſhipwracks, the dangers and the 
impertinencies , the cruel mif=- 
ries and more cruel pleaſures, the 
falſe joys and the ſincere ſorrows, 
of a miſerable , uncertain , and 
confas'd world, thats made up of 
noiſe, ad ſhew,and ruin. Others 
ſaid it hay chiefly in Charity an 
good Works , and tht our Sa» 
viour ſeems in a manner to ap- 
propriate the Kingdome:of Hea- 
vento the practice of this Duty , 
and when moſt of the night had 
been ſpent in delivering their 
feveral Judgments, on this great 
ſubjeR, - Intulit demum Beats An- 
tonins , at laſt the Bleſſed Amnto- 
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ny, the Angel of the Deſart be- 
gan, I grant ſays he, that all thoſe 
things you have nam'd are not 
onely Good and Holy, but allo 
high!y neceſſary to be pratisd by 
all chat ſeck the Glories of the o0- 
ther World, but che many miſcar- 
riages, and the fad and mournful 
ruin of many great Men for- 
merly and lately, and within our 
own knowledge will no way al- 
low me to give any of them the 
chief place on this occaſion, for 
have we not known {gcycral that 
after having exceeded in,theſe du- 
ties, that have faſted themſelves to 
Skellitons,and having given them- 
ſelves wholly up to prayer and. to 
watching, even to the. exceeding 
the powers of Nature, to Hymns 
and Praiſes, and reacht the ut- 
molt Pertection of Humanity , 
and Charity, that they were the 
wonder and admiration of all 
Men, and a Glorious SpzQacle to 
Angels 
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Angels and to Men, yet all of a 
ſuddain, and to the Terror and 
Horror of the Defart; we have 
zenthem after ſolong and glori- 
us a Courts, after the Labours, 
and the Improvements, and the 
Victories, and the Wonders of 
ſo many years, when we had re. 
verenc'd them as Angels, whoſe 
Lives they had ſo nearly coppied, 
and who ſeem'd to us, to be at 
theſame time in Heaven and the 
body too, yet by horrid and mi- 
rn {A deluſions , and by the 
ftratagems of the ſubtle and In- 
viſible Enemy, all of a ſfuddain , 
thrown down from the. heights of 
,Glory and Happineſs, to the ve- 
ry bottom and Abyſs of Ruin and 
los, and the Glorious Life thar 
had been carried on for ſo many 
years, and with io much admira. 
tion, and even to & very old age 
by ſome, ( Witneſs Old Heron th: 
Hermit , the G'ory and the Har. 
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ror of this Defare , whom you 
have all admir'd and wept ) ex- 
tinguifhtin a hydeous and an ama- 
zing death, all blotted and ſpoiid 
by miſerable deluſions, and the 
wiles of the dark and execrable 
Foe. Therefore the way to dif- 
cover what that is that beſt pro* 
motes, and perfe&ts, and Secures 
our Religion and Paſſage to God 
and a better World, 1s to find 
out the cauſe ofthe ruin and mif- 
carriage of theſe Great Men. *tis 
certain that the want of diſcretion 
alone was the utter loſs and ruin 


of them, which dire us always | 


to keep the middle path , and a- 
void extreams of both hands, not 
to exceed in Virtue it ſelf, or go 
too faſt to Heaven it ſelf , but to 


do Juſtice to Nature and the Bo- 
dy, which elſe, one time or other, ' 


will have their Arrears in the ex- 


ceſles of a ſcandalous intempe- | 
rance and Debauch, in miſera- 


ble 
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ble Libertinifme, and excurſions 
from the former ftritneſs and 
ſeverity of life ; nor of the other 
hand , under the pretence of do- 
ing Juſtice to the body, and the 
demands of Nature, to laſh out 
into excels and riot , Diſcretion 
is that which in the Goſpel is 
cali'd the Eye and the Light of the 
body , which our Saviour fayes, 
if it be ſingle the whole body ſhall 
be full of light, but. if evil the 
whole ſhall be full of darkneſs, 
for this being the Guide and Li- 
rector of all our actions, it it 
been't forcifizd with a true Judg- 
ment and an exact Wiſdom, che 
whole Man ſhall beoverrun with 
error and vice, for itfelf being dark 
and blind, it neceflarily follows 
that all that depends upon it's 
directions, mult be fabjz& to 
the utmoſt ruin and milcariiage , 
to thispurpole, and with the ap 
probation of all, ſpake the incar- 
nat. 
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. ate Angells, who was we'l verſt 
. , all the various arts of Satan to 
il'n Virtue, and tooverlet a well- 
me aning, but an imprudent Zeal 
and Religion. Thus ſpake he,who 
had grappled with him alone tor fo 
many Years together in the dread. 
ful conflicts of the Deſare, who 
had obſerv'd all the turnings, and 
windings of the Serpent, and who 
was throughly skild 1n the policies 
and ſtrength of the adverſary; and 
whoever conſiders the Nature of 
Religion, and the deſignes of the 
Enemy , and his own weakneſs , 
will quickly allow that there is 
nothing to be done, that will laſt 
long, and endure to the end, with- 
ou the utmoſt aſliftance of this 
Virtue of Prudence, that muſt ar 

the ſame time overice the work 

of Religion, and ke2p an Eye on 

the Enemy, thats alwaies attack- 

ing us with ſtratag:m and force, 

with Power agd Addre(s,and has 

mave 
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made ſuch miſerable Breaches mm 
che greateſt Men, that ſeemd to 
be the Forts and Bulwarks of Re- 
ligion , how has he power'd in 
Ruinupon them, on the ficſt dif- 
covery of a weak place, and the 
works that were ſo long'a rear» 
ing,and with ſo much pains carri- 
ed of, on a ſuddaindemolliſhe and 
thrown down,or ſo miſerably ſhat- 
ter'd, and broke,that nothing bur 
the Infinite Mercy and Goodneſs 
of God, whoſe Compaſlions never 
faih and of whoſe Goodneſs there 
i15noend, could ever repair thera 
again» and whois alwaies ready 
to the affiſtance and deliverance 
of thoſe Faithful Souldiers that 
fight Manfully in his ſervice, tho 
they fall they ſhall not be caſt a- 
ways for the Lord ſupporteth and 
raifeth chem wich his pitty, yea e- 
ven as a Father puties hisown Son. 

But a fpiricual. prudence with 
the alliſtance of the Spirir of God 
would 
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would have prevented the wound, 
and ſore bruiſe, and the 1ad fall, 
would have kept the happy Man, 
ſtill} happy in an uninterrupted 
joy, th a clear view of Heaven , 
and inthe dire road to it: a Ho- 
ly Prudance would have prevent- 
ed the labours and the forrows,the 


Travel and the Throes of a bitter 


es ws that's like the ſet:ing 
a broker arm, or a hard Eſcape 
after a ſhipwrack, or the conditi- 
on of the Man in the Gofpell , 
that was lefthalfdead onthe road 
by che Highway-men, we can- 
not'te too circumſpect againſt our 
own weakneſs,and againſt thewa- 
rineſs and ſtrength of the Enemy, 
who 15 alwaies awake, and pro- 


jeing, and ating, who neyer | 


grudges us his malice or his pains, 


who alwaies ſtands in the dark © 


tous, and we inthe light to him, 
who has the parts of an Angel, 
and the wickednels of what he 1s, 
whole 
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whoſe skill in holy chiugs is great, 
and uſe of them execrable, while 
he plaid theScriptures againſt Feſas 
and batter*d him, as it were,from 
Heaven,and no doubt but he often 
takes our ruin too ont of the'Scri- 
ptures, who have'not that infinite 
preſence of mind to anſwer and 
ſtun him, that Feſws, who is God 
bleſſed for ever, had, who thun- 
derd upon him ontof the ſame 
Scriptures, which he had pollyt- 
ed and deſecrated by quoting 'em 
to ſuch deſperate and infernal pur- 
ſes; and our Holy Saviour, our 
nfinite Friend, the Captain ofour 
Salvation, the Great Leader and 
General of theChriſtians,feems to 
have given way to the 'Tempter, 
only to inſtruc and diſcipline his 
Souldiers in the Arts of foiling 
him, to teach them how to grap- 
ple with the Powers of Darknels, 
and to return Scripture for Scri- 
pture, and while he endeavours 
to 
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to poylon us out of the very 


Fountains of Life, to give him of 


the ſame Waters till he burſt, and 
to aſſert their Holy meaning 
while he debauches them with 
his Gloſs , and while he is flying 
the fiery Darts atus, tocut him 
down with the Sword of the Spi- 
rie, which is the Word of God, 
praying alwayes with all Prayer 

Supplication in the Sprrit, 
and crying out to the God of 
Help, who is mighty to ſave, and 
who views the Battle, and pitties 
our wounds, . and binds them up 
himfelf with the Bowels of a 


Father, and then Crowns . us. 


with Garlands. and Joys, with 
Lawrels and Glory; and when we 
have fufficiently. ſweated and 
bled, tranſlates us to Palaces aml 
eve: laſting Kingdomes,where the 
Martyr bleeds no more, and 
where the ſecrce and unprais'd 
Labours of the Confeſlor are di- 
vulgd 
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vulg'd and crown'd,inthe preſence 
of Myriads of flaming Spirits, who 
congratulace his humble and van- 
quith'd miferies, while the glori- 
ous Martyr aſcended to Heaven, 
born up by Acclamations -and 
Tiwumph , and had a quicker 


paſſage into che Bolom of Glory, 


and the Manſions of Rewards , 
and to che General of his Salva- 
tion, who ſaw him fighting and 


dying in his Cauſe, and expire- 


ing under the Banner of the 
Crols, and deputed Angels to re- 
ceive and conduct his Glorious 
Soul to live and Triumph for e- 
ver in the Kingdomes of | Glo. 
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Of the Advantages of the Great, 
in Reſpett of Religion and iti 
Rewards. 


| Hen 1I confider the Glorj- 

ous and Immortal Re- 
wards of Vertu: and Religion, 1 
cavnot but conclude them happt 
eft;, who are in the beſt circa 
ſtances for obtaining , - ( by the 


—_ 


Goodneſs and Mercy of God) thie| | 


largeſt ſhare of them, ſuch 

Kings and Princes, and thoſe who 
a@ in the moſt eminent Stations 
under them , whoſe Example 
may turn Millions to Righteoub 
neſs, and themſelyes ſhine as the 
Stars for ever and ever, for ſetting 


the happy Example by the Grace | 


of God given them , without 


Which no man whatſoever can; 
live, or move, or have his Being, 


as a Chriſtian. 


What| 
| 
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What ſhall I fay of Theodeſins 
the Emperor, and to what ſhall 
I equal his Glory, and his Life, fo 
full of Triumph and wonders, 
who was perfe&t Emperor, and 
perfect Hermit ; right Ancient 
Roman, and right Primitive Chri- 
ſtian ; Claudian lays he was too 


-| much belov'd: of Heaven , and 


that the Winds and the'Scas were 


confederate to his Glory, and 


better Hiſtorians thana Poet ſay, 


| the Stars in their courſes fought 
againſt his Enemies, and that the 


Winds blew under his Banners, 
and ſerv under him in. Storms, 
and {wept'the Foe, like that an- 
cient River of Kiſhon, He was 
Battle hke a dettroying Angel,and 
in private Faſted and Prayed like 


-a Saint. 


The following Memoir of him, 
if not authentick, yetis very enter- 


taining. *Tis ſaid a certain Hermit 


had livd forty yearsin the Deſart, 


retird wholly from the World , 


and 
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and applying himſelf with great 
care and earneſtneſs to the ſal. 
vation of his Soul, a deſire at 
length enter'd into his mind 
to know if any exceeded him in 
_ humble Mortification, whereup- 
on he deſird God to reveal it to 
him , that he might follow his 
Example and 'twas anſ{wer'd him 
that the Emperor Theodoſius, not- 
withſtanding chat he was Maſter 
of the greateſt Glory in the 
World, was not inferiour to him 
in Humility , or in overcoming 
himſel6 The Hermit with this 
anſwer, repair'd to the Imperial 
Court, where he had eaſie acceſs 
to the Courteous and: Religious 
Emperor, to whom the Servants 
of God, ſuch as were famous for 
ſanctity of life, were alwaies 
welcome, not long after he found 


means to ſpeak to him, and to | 


know his ſecret Religicus Lite ;, 
and his Holy Exerciſss. 

Ac firſt he only acquaintedhim 

| that 


of the Great. 45 


that he gave large Alms, that he 


kept under his Body by diſcreet” 
auſterities, that he obſerv'd Ma- 
trimonial Chaſtity, and that he 


: | Ccaus a Juſticero be diſtributed 


exactly. Theſe things ſeem'd 
well to the Hermit, — 
in iſo great a Man, but ſtill 
humbly thought he had gone 
as far himſelf, if not farther ; 
for he had renounc'd all, and 
given away all he ſt for 
the ſake of Chriſt , which he 
thought was more then to give 
part in Alms, he never knew 
woman in his life, which he 
thought was more then the ob- 
ſeryance of Conjugal Chaſtity, 
he never did injury or injuſtice 
to any,which was more than to 
cauſe it to be kept toward others, 
his abſtinence from what ever 
was pleaſant or delightful , was 
continual and uninterrupted , 
which he modeſtly judg'd was 
more 
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then to abſtain and mortifie at | 


certain times,ſo that ſomething 
unfatisfi'd at this account , he 
humbly importun'd the Empe- 
ror 'to conceal nothing from 
him, and that it was the Divine 
will he ſhould do'ſo, the Ems 
peror thus importun'd, faid to 
him. *Know then that when 
© affiſt at the Horſe Courſes, 
© and other Entertainments in 
* the Cireus where my preſence 
* is [Expected , 1 fo withdraw 
© my.,mind from thoſe glori- 
*.qus' vanities, .and Enemies of 
* crue happineſs and wiſdome , 
© that ithough my 'Eyes be open, 
* -and 1 ſeem-to look: on them, 
* yet l-fce them-nort , but em- 
* ploy :my felf inwardly and 
* ſecretly in the midit of {6 
* much ſhew and noiſe, and va- 
© nity, and Crowd, on objects 
* much greater.and happier , 
* and\that exceed all tho __ 
"an 
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| © and melancholy noiſe,8&& zlory, 


* and ſhew of this World ; with 
 Glories and Happineſſes which 
*the giddy and uncertain Peo- 
*ple neither gave me nor can 
*take from me, and when their 
Entertainments are atan end, 
© mine are not , but rather in- 
creas'dand enlarg'd, by the re- 
© moval ofthoſe Enemies of true 
Joy and Happineſs. 

The Hermit remain'd aſto- 
niſht_ at this ſore of Deſart, and 
at this Joxt of Mortification , 
which he readily granted was 
beyond all his life, and any 
thing he could pretend to. 
Know alſo ao the Emperor 
©thac 1 live by my Labour, for.I 
*eranſcribe certain .parchments 
*1n a fair hand , which being 
{ſold the price pays for my food. 
Witch this Example of Poverty 
in che midſt of 40,great riches, 
and fuch Temperance in the 
midſt 
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midit of ſo much aMuence, that 
under Purples and Empire, and 
all che Labours and Tryumphs 
of the war, and the harder tri: 
als of a ſoft, and treacherous, 
a luxurious, and diſpiriring | 
Peace , he wore the hardſhips 
and poverty, the neceſliries and 
humility of a private man. The | 
Hermit was perfeatly amazf, |, 
and fatisfi'd 'that the Throne 
ftood as near Heaven as the 
Deſart, and that the wondrous 
Emperor and he, were about 
the ſame buſineſs. The Truth of 
all chis in ſabſtance is afficm'd 
to us by the beſt accounts of 
this Great Man, who was Good 
and -Courteous as a Seraphim, 
Humble and Auſtere, as this 
or any other Hermit. 

If he furpaſt chis wondrous 
Inhabitant of the Deſart, and 
at the ſame fill'd all the duties 
of an Emperor, a Father anda 

General , 
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[ General, 'who ſhall doubt to 


| and'bends under the weight of 


, Angels and Tygers, ant! ears 


r this 'Man, this Maſter 
and Servant, this Lord and 
Yaſlal of Mankind, that fweats 


a'Ctown, and at the ſame'time 
toils ir all the dutics'of a pri- 
vate Chriſtian, to'the Io 
Man, that 'converſes only with 


with the wild Afs and the Leo- 
pard , and flreps with the Ser- 
pent”, and watches wich the 
Stars, tho he were paler than 
the Moon, or leaner 'then an 
Idlian Harlot , or humble as 
his Cell, or conftant to his Du- 
ty as the Rock he Hives m to 
his place, or roxed in his Re-. 
pentance, like the Waves of the 
nejghbourmg Sea, m 'Its hollow 
borcome : Forftilt he ſaves and 
&rves bur 'one,, afd (is undi- 
futb'd as the Lyon of the Wil- 
dernes, that never heats he 
D roar 


he Storm from his Cave in 
which the World is torn and 
driven , where he ſleeps ard 
wakes like an Inhabitant of a- 
nother World, while the Prince 
and the Publick Man, the Em: 
peror and the King toil for the 
preſervation of the World, and 
ride Admirals in. the Storm, and 
ſer their Faces againſt the'Tem- 
po and :the Winds, and their 

ands to the'Helm ; and while 
the Hermit is ſaving his ſingle 
ſtake, they are toiling for all 
Mankind, and are ready to pe- 
riſh chemſelves to ſave the 
World, and the innumerable 
paſſengers commited to their 
care, and if the Hermit prays 
for the whole World which he 
has wholly forſaken , ſo does 
the Emperour or the Queen, 
and, works in the Storm too, 


which the Hermit does not, | 


thats 
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roar of the Hunter, and beholds } 


E 
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that's departed, hugging his 
Plank , and tryumphing in a 
fingle Salvation 3 while his Bre- 
threnare ſinking in the Ship he 
has quitted, and which perhaps 
his help would have ſaved. 
Surely Kings and Queens are 
they, who by turning many 
to righteouſneſs ſhall themſelves 
ſhine like the Stars for ever and 
ever , they ſhall riſe like the 
Martyrs from the toils and the 


labours of Empire, to eternal 


Crowns, and everlaſting King- 
domes, to Reign and Triump 

in earnelt}, whereas on Earth 
they were but as the Servants 
of Mankind, and Miniſters of 
the common Good, they were 
glorious as Generals and Ad- 
mirals, as Governours and Lier.- 
tenants, under the great Admi- 
niſtrator of the World, but the 


Harveſt and the Tryumph is 


not til death, il they are broke 
D 2 wich 
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with Cares and conſum'd with 
Empire, and cruſhe into their 
Graves by the weight of their | win 
Crowns and Purples, *til their | as; 
hands are gall'd with holding | or 
the Scepter -as the labouring | of 
Mans with the Spade, til their 
Minds are ſpent into Epilepfi | 
and Appoplexes, and ſuſpenſh | — 
on of thought and life, *ril an 
are conſum'd wich Counſe 
am] Fears, with Watchings and 
. Concern, and art laſt like St, 
Pal are offered up a Sactifice 
on the Service of us all. 
And now what ſhall T fay of 
the glorious Reward of fo mnch} 1 
Labour ami Martyrdotn, of 
much Care and Death, ſuch s} 5, 
the ſtorm'd Mariner , nor the 
bloody Plain (ever knew, for] | 
their Contemtions are fierce bit] ,, 
ſhort, and their Labours diein 
a ſhort ſtrugling, and a few] {5 
hours,and are preſently crown. 
agalt 


; 
| 
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fgain-with Songs and Mirth , 
with Tabret and Harp , 
with ſoft- and eaſie Joys, ſuch 
as never come near the Fhrone, 
or dwell! upon the Temples 
of Kings. 


— 


Of true Wiſdom. 


Ow much the Wifdom of 

the World, and true Wit- 

dom differ may be ſen by that 
expreſſion of Scripture, If any 
Man in this World ſeemerh 
to be wiſe, let him become a 
fool, that he may be wiſe; that 
is, let him purſue a Wiſdom 
that's quite oppoſite to that of 
the World, and is therefore re- 
puted folly by it. "That em 
ſtead of Manageing the inter- 
eſts of + this life to the beſt ad- 
D 3 Vantage 
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yanage, and purſuing Worked 
ly honors and Pleaſures, teach” 
es to deſpiſe them all, and to 
hold Nothing for Our Intereſt, 
but Eternal Happineſs, Eternal 
Honour, and Eternal Advan 
tages, and bids us look on the 
tmoſt that can bz made of 
this life, as impertinence and 
loſe, as labour and toil to no 
parpoſe , as an improveing a 
leſs miſery to a greater, as a 
making our ſclves that with a 
great dealof Art, and Induſtry, 
that we may be by nature, 
and to our hand. 


And therefore direfs us to | 
quite o:her courſes trom thoſe | 
ot Human W:ſdom, it bids us : 
parſe that that will aniwer | 
our pains, and by Mcthodls, | 


thae will Demonſtrate our Wil- 
dom, things that will laſt as 
long as God, and Hzaven, and 
our Souls, that are as big as 


O.il 
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our Hopes. and as long as E- 
ternity , that are rational , 
Clean , and Subſtantial , thac 
comfore ſollidly, and that will 
outlaſt a dream, or a fancy , 
or a miſtake, and will be found 
within and about the Soul, at 
the end of a Thouſand Ages, 
Warmeing and Trarſportiog , 
Cheriſhing and Raviſhing it 
for ever , thit ovt!laſt the 
World and all its Pageantry , 
that are worthy of the Power 
and Bounty of God, and for 
which the Son of God Himfelt 
enJur'd the Croſs,and deſpiſed 
the ſhame, and is now ſet down 
in the eternal poſſeſſion at the 
11ght hand of the Father. 
Surely this is Wiſdom , to 
propoſe and compaſs that char 
ſatisfies the thiit of Angels, 
and then which Fancy and 
Extravagance can think of no- 
thing greater or longer, _ 
that 
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C hat at. the price of the labours 
Of a few Years, and a ſhort 
Life ; ic may be a few Daies, 
Or a few Houres, joind to the 
Infinite Value of our Saviours 
Blood, that gives all the value 
to what we do or ſuffer » for 
what can be too Generous for 
an Infinite Love., or what re- 
compence too Great, for the 
Blccd of the Son of God, that 


was enough to redeem as mar 


ny Worlds as Men. 

The Honours we ſecure by 
the Goodneſs of Gad, are to 
become the Sons of God , and 
Heirs of God , and Joint heirs 
with Chriſt, the Society of 
Angels , and the Loves of 
Cherubims, the Embraces .of 


| 


f 


Archangels, and the Friend- | 
ſhip of the Prophets, to behold 


the Tryumphs of the Martyrs, 


and our own, if we have fuf- 


tered( by the aibſtance of God) 


| 
: 


much | 


| 
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much and well, but eſpecially 
of thoſe that were racket upon 
the Throne, and were Tort ur'd 
in Purples and Ermin, and 
dy'd of the Publick Gcod, and 
of the common Salvation, whom 
Empires and Care had dif- 
patch'd, and the ingratitude 
and folly of a rude and giddy 
People, that rega-d neither the 
Honour nor the Labours of a 
Crown. Such as the Firft Charls 
of the Engliſh , who the Au- 
thor of the Supplement to Da- 
vilah's Hiſtory of France, ( a 
wiſe Venetian ) fays was a Pa- 
tern for all Princes , except in 
his Opinion, for he was him- 
ſelf unreform'd in his. How 
valt was his Religion? And how 
great were his Troubles ? who 
can tel} his Patience but the 
Holy Spirit that fupplyd it ? 
Whom did he provoke ? and 
how was he provok'd?he torgave 
D 5 the 
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the wickedneſs of his Enemies, 
while they refuſe to forgive his 
Vercues, he was great, and 
humble, and Good, and Milſe- 
rable , and Holy , and perſcu- 
ted, Sic occulos, Sic i1le manus, 
Sic ora ferebat. And in all 
things follow'd the Example of 
his Prince and Saviour, and 
was Numbred amongſt the 
Tran'greſſors, in his Howiliz 
tion his Jadgmeut was taken 
away, he was taken from Pri- 
fon and from Judgment, and 
who ſhall declare his ſorrows, 
He was cut off from the land 
of the living, he made his grave 
with the wicked, becauſe he 
had done no Violence, neither 
was any deceit found in his 
Mouth. But he now ſees of 
the travail and of the forrows 
of his Righteous Soul, and 1s 


ſarisfi'd for ever, Er te Catalina | 
minaci pendentem Scopulo, Furi- | 


arumgue 


| 


| 
| 
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arumque Ora trementem, I Decius | 
I, Noftrum| Melioribus utere 
Fatis | ſhine forth for ever , 
like the Son in the Kingdom of 
the Father, lee him Tryumph 
for ever above, with Conſftanre 
ne, and Theodoſius , and 
with our own Moſt Holy 
Edward , and fo great a Di- 
greffion was due to fo Great a 
Memory, who ſhall make our 
Hiſtories Mourn, .and our An- 
nals Sad and Horrid for ever. 
And they that read his Trage- 
dy will weep, and Pofterity 
will mourn over fo much Miſe- 
ry for no other reaſon but be- 
cauſe he' was Holy, and Juſt, 
and Good, & Servemi/ſimus «- 


But to return, True Wiſdom 
will dire us to the proper 
means, for the ſecuring the 
Higheſt Ends, *ewill labour 
wich us, and be with us, *ewall 
enable. 
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e nable us, and affilt us, 'twill 
Diret and Condy& us, and 
at laſt Enſtate us m.the Ecarnal 
Glaries we purſu'd, and with« 
out it , we ſhall dwell upon 
every folly, and run after every 
miſtake, and obey our Fancy, 


and miſs bath our way and | 


our End. We ſhall purſue our 
ruin with labour and ſarrow , 
and walk in darkneſs and Er- 
ror and every ſtep will be 8 
fall, and every fall a bruiſe 3 
and we ſhall tumble from one 
recipice to another, till at 
Lt, we have accompliſh't our 
forrows, and perfeted our 
ruin. Bue True Wiſdom , 
which is the Gift of Gad alone, 
will ſecure us from all this 
miſery and folly, and will 
lead us through Happineſs to 
Happineſs, through a Glorious 
Way to a Glorious End, for 
her ways are ways of Plealant- 
neſs , 


| 
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neſs, and alther paths are peace, 
ſhe is a Free of life to' them 
that lay hold on- her, Happy 
15 every one that retaineth 
her, ſhe is more Pretious than 
Rubies, andall the Things 
Thou canft: deſire, are noe to. 
be compared unto her. 

As many as are the ruines 
that attend on Vice, fo many 
are the deliverances we receive 
from Wiſdom, that's to be pre- 
fer'd to Scepters and 'Thrones , 
and in compariſon of which 
riches are of no eſteem, and all 
gold in refpe of Her, is as a 
heele fand, and ſilver is no 
more then clay, Sheis beyond 
Health and Beauty, and the 
Light ie elf, for the Light that 
comes from her never gogs out, 
all good things together came 
with her, and ſhe is the Ma- 
ther of them, for ſhe is a Trea- 


' furer unto Men that never 
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failes, for thus ſhe ſeaks of 
her ſelf in: the Book of Wiſ- 
dom, Whatever is Defirable , 
whatever is Praiſeworthy, what- 
ever is Charming, whatever is 
Profitable, and Laſting, flows 
from her, for in her is an un- 
derſtanding Spirit, Holy, One 
Onely, Manifold, Subtle, Live- 
ly, Clear, Undefiled, Plain , 
not ſubjeRt to hurt, Loving 
the thing: that is good, Kind 
to Man,. Stedfaſt, Sure, Free 
fron care , Having were. 
ſeeing all things, and goin 
through all, anderſtanding, Pu .- 
and moſt ſubtle Spirits , for 
Wiſdom is more moveing than 
motion , ſhe paſleth and 
goeth through ail things by 
reaſon of her pureneſs, for ſhe 
is the breath of the power of 
God, a pure Influence flowing 
from the G'ory of the Almigh- 


ty,therefore can no defiled thing 
_ fall 
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- fall into her , for ſhe is the 


brightneſs of the Everlaſting 
Light, the _— Mirrour 
of the power of God, and the 
Image of his Goodneſs. Ard 
being but one, ſhe can Go all 
things , and remainipg in her 
ſelf , ſhe maketh all things 
New, and in all Ages entring 
into Holy Souls , the maketh 
them friends of God, -and Pro- 
phets, for God loveth none, 
but him that dwelleth with 
wiſdom, for ſhe is more Beau- 
tiful then the Sun, and above 
all the Order of Stars , being 
compared with the light , ſhe 
is found before it, in that ſhe 
is converſant with God , ſhe 
magnifies her Nobility, yea the 
Lord of all things himſelf lo- 
ved her, for ſhe is privy to the 
Miſteries of the knowledge of 
Gad, and eLover of his works, 


it riches be a poſſeſlion wy 
@. 
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deſird in this life, what 15 ri 
cher than Wiſdom, that work- 
eth all things, and if prudence 
work, who of all that are, 18 a 
more cunning workman then 
ſhe? and if a man love righ* 
teouſneſs, her labours are Vir- 
eues, for ſhe teacheth Tem» 
Pperance and Prudence , Ju- 
ice and Fortitude, which 
are ſuch things, as men can 
have nothing more profitable 
in this life, if a man deſire 
much tence, ſhe knoweth 
things of old, and conjeftureth 
aright things to ccme, ſhe 
knoweth the ſubtilties of 
ches, and can expound dark 
Sentences, Wiſdom is glorious, 
and never fadeth away, who 
fo ſeeketh her early, ſhall have 
no great travell, to think there- 


fore upon her, is perfection of | 


Wiſdom, and whoſo watcheth 
for her, ſhall quickly be with- 


Out | 
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out Care , for ſhe goeth about. 


ſeeking ſuch as are worthy of 


her, ſheweth her'telf favourably 
to them in the ways, and meer- 
eth them in every « we For 
the very beginning of her, is 
the deſire of diſcipline, and 
the care of diſcipline, is Love, 
and Love is the keeping of 
her Laws, and the giving hecd 
to her Laws, is the aſlurance of 
incorruption, and incorruption 
maketh us near wnto God. 
Wifdom was with thee which 
knoweth thy works, and was 
preſent with thee , when thou 
madeſt the World , and knew 
what was acceptable in thy 
fight , and right in thy Com- 
mandments, tor ſo the ways 
of them that liv'd on the Earth 
were reformed , and Men, 
were taught the things that 
ars pleaſing to God, and 
were ſaved through wy 

thu 
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thus Wiſdom of her ſelf, whoſe | 
fetters are a ſtrong defence, 
and : whoſe chains. are a Robe 
of Glory. For there is a gol- 
den Ornament upon her, and 
her bands are purple lace, 
chou ſhale put her on as a Robe 
of honour, and put her aÞout 
theeas a Crown of Joy : And 
thus the Son of Syrach. 
Whatcan now be thought of ? 
what can be deſicr'd ? What can 
be wiſh't for that Wiſdom docs 
not in abundance ſupply bs 
with? The Treafures of both 
Worlds are from it, Temporal 
and eternal joys , Peace and 
Love, the Reſt and T1i:umph 
of the Soul, Security and Sal- 
vation , Hope and evcilaſting 
Fruition , Crowns, and Scepr- 
ers, and Kingdoms, Pefence 
and Strength , Libertie and 
Power, Victory and everlaſting 
Extacies. 
of 
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E who can count the 

2 Ruines that flow from a 
weak and miſchicvous Civility, 
from the preferring a Ceremony 
before our Souls , and being 
Comp'aiſant to being ſav*d,may 
count the Advantages that flow 
from a Wile and Noble Rigor, 
from a Manly and Chriſtian 
ſzrericy of Manners, of Reſoln-+ 
tion, and of Religion, that fe- 
cu'es our wiſe deſigns, and p:r- 


fe&ts what we have begun, an{l 


bears down the World and it's 
foilics,and brings the Wiſe Man 
ſafe to his Port,chro' Seorms and 
Calms, thro' Rocks ,, and Fy- 
rats, ard Sands, thro' a falſe 
and an Outragious Work] , 
thro? Flatteries and Threats , 


-thro*' Cuſtom, and Faſhion, and 


dif- 
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diſcouragement, that ſhews us 
the value and diſvalue of every 
thing, and bids us graſp the 
former like Death, and purſue 
with Reſolution, and perſift 
undaunted and unwearied, and 


force our way thro' a Diſteme- 


perd Age, and a Diforderd 
World, with the "Courage of 
Soldiers, that would rather dye 
then not overcome , that 
Trains us to the hardeſt Grap- 
ples, and bids us declare erer- 
nal war againſt Eafineſs and 
Follie. and to Diſpute it to the 
laſt,when attack'd with Strengeh 
and Rage,rather then ſurrender 
our Intereſt and our happineſs, 
or Deliver up our Souls and our 
heaven, or if becalm'd with 
pleafures, and weaken'd by 
temptation,it alarms allthe pow- 
ers of the Soul, and throws off 
the ſoft ruin, and fiights the 
treacherous happineſs, and = 

Q- 
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doing Joy, and bids the Soul be 
ſtrong and firm in itsInterefts, 
and Reſolute and obſtinate a- 
againſt the Betrayer and the In- 
vader, and aſſert the Powers of 
Wiſdome and Forticude, a- 
painſt Force, or Mine, againſt 
the Peftflence that walks in 
darkneſs, or the Arrow that 
fhes by day, and neither will 
—_— — to be delivered 
mo Captivity, nor its Beauty 
into the nite hand , bur 
makes it rouſe like a Giarit re- 
freſhe with Wine, and p_ @» 
nemies to a perpecual ſhame, ic 
rejeas the ſnare,and the Treaty, 
and 'the bo _ and _ 
take nothi xChange for 
the Soul, "0 
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Of Peace. 


HO can ſpeak to the 
Vallue of this Virtue ? 
who can tell how much the 
Happineſs of Heaven it felf 
conſiſts in't ? the Angels pour- 
ed it on Earth at the Birth of 
our Saviour, and he pour'd it 
out again in a double Effuſion 
a little before his death , my 
Peace I give unto you , my 


ever is a friend to Mankind , 

whoever wiſhes well to the 
World, will admire and pro- 
_ this m_ and Happi o 

neſs, the balm of Societies, c 

the Joy of Kingdomes , the 
Ble of Nations, the Reſfto- 
rer of "Order, and the Preſerver 


of the World. 
Oh 


Peace I leave with you. Who- 


my ( ww, 
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Oh execrable War ? that 
ſtaineſt the Ocean and the 
Land, that fſcattereſt horror 
and groans , and travail'ſt wich 
deſolation and death, that put- 
teſt the World. in Arms and 
Miſery , by.thee are we robb'd 
of that ſacred bl ſing of Peace, 
and by thee deprivd of the 
many bleflings that flow from 
that one. By thee the Nations 
are divided, and Kingdoms 
torn, from thee is toil , and 
miſery, forrow and travail , 
a labouring and Ambitious 
mind , and a frighted Conſci- 
ence, that turn'it the peaceful, 
World into a Howling Wilder- 
nefs , from thee are Rivers of 
human blood, and by thee the 
City is a Forreſt , -and the 
Prince falls like -a Lion or a 
Tiger, before thee fly Order , 
and Government, Joy and 
Peace,and Mirthan! A 


TL Of Peace. 


and a good Conſcence, and in _ 


thy hydeous train and follow , 
go Murders, and Spoil., and 
Fire, the weeping Widow, and 
the expos'd Infant, and the Fa» 
ther flain by the Son: and which 
is more execrable, the 'friend 
by his friend, the Captive and 
the miſerable Prince, and the 
Holy Man bound, flaming 
Alcars and Blaſphemy : and 
the troubled , and the Imp+ 
bus Tirant , -marching flow 
atid heavy, gloomy and Orw 
el , with a load of guilt and 
horror, for the blood and hap- 
of the World. 

Therefore O. Sacred Peace 
of Mind and $6ocieties , how 
ſhall we ſufficiemly prize thy 
bleſſi by which che Narions 
flouriſh, and from which there 
is Joy over the World ? that 
makeft the ſimgle man to re: 
nn Werkeagly 
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} that filleth the breaſt with 


content, -and the World with' 
blefling , that Reſtoreth Socie- 
ties, and Order, and turneth the 
Forreſt into a Kingdom, and 
Armies into Commonwealths , 
and in the place of the Lawrel 
and Oak , planteth the Vine 
and the Olive, and turneth 
the Tyrant and the General, 
into Magiſtrates of Peace, 'and 
the Oppreſlors into Righteouſ- 
neſs: That breaketh the ar- 
rows of the Bow, the. Shield, 
the Sword, and the Batele, and 
by, whom all .the Men. whoſe 
hands were mighty, have found 
yothing. They ſhall proſper 
that Love thee. _ . 


— 
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Of Contemplation, and the 
Ave Life. 


N theſe ewo Charmek run 
all our Happineſs, in the one 


we behold , inthe other we 


{erve.him whom our Soub love, 
in the. ficſk we- gaze on his 
_—_ be eoneem his 
and Maje s Power 
ery Prom bris rhe *1nd 
Condoſbemion: » his Omnipo- 
tency- and Preity 5 In the lat 
cr, we exert' our 'Errations , 
he 
What we were tor , and 
miniſter co the Glory of the 
Almighty , we do good , and 
are bleſt, and offer the Sacrifice 
with which Gad is fo much 


pleas'd, we ſerverin our Gene- 
ration , 
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ration, and layhold on Eternal 
life: The firſt ſomtimes raiſes us 


, up to Heaven, and fomrimes 


brings down Heaven to us , 
and is the union of both 
Worlds, and enlarges the Sou , 
which by it often mounts to 
Heaven , notwithſtanding thc 
weight end -encumbrance of the 
body, and views the Eternal 
Palaces of Glory, and the 
Manſions of the Bleft, and the 
Inefable Glories of Jeſus, the 
Redeemer and Saviour of the 
World, who died and is riſea 
again, and is ſer'an the right 
hand of the Father ; by the 
latter we 'ferve Mankind , and 
labour m the works of Charity , 
and entertain ſtrangers, and 
fomtimes Angels, and add. to 
our Faith, Works, and make 
our Religion proficable.and uſc- 
ful, that ochers are the betrer 
for onr Chriſtianity , and the 

E 2 Age 
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Age we hlve:in, and while we 
enſure our own Salvation , we 
endeavour that of others too,cur 
lahours are common , and we 
aim,at the good of all, as well 
as cf our ſclves, we are Gene» 
rous, and Publick, Noble and 
enlarg'd, Good and, Kind, con- 
triving that every one may be as 
happy as.our ſeives, ani placing 
our own happineſs in the felic 
ry of others, calarging their 
Joys , an leſſening their miſe» 
ries, and abating their ſorrows, 
and eEndcavouring that all the 
World may be as caſe asour 
ſelves, andthe ſingle man is con- 
cern'd for the whole humane 
Nature, and the private man 
for the Common-wealth, and 
becomes a Father to his Coun- 
try , and a Common-Godd , 
and rhe Servant of. Virtue, and 
a Friend to Rebgion, and pro- 
mores its Interelts , and bleiles 

Man- 
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Mankind, and the Worlds h's 
family, and his great deſign , 
is the common Salvation, and 
the perfe&t and crernal hapy1- 
neſs of all, that humane Nature 
may rejoyce, and that Reiigion, 
and Virtne, and life, might 0- 
verſpread che whole World, au 
that fin and miſery, vice and 
ruin, might be baniihe for cyer, 
here he labours, here he fwears, 
here he toi's, and for this grear 
end, he facrifices his reſt and 
eaſe, his private Intzreſt and-a«- 
rancage, andiin the accomp:1ſh: 
ment of it, is abundantly re- 
compenc'd. 

By Contemplation w2 fur: 
v2y the enil of our labonrs, and 
in th: Adive life, we pe; forny 
them , by Contemplation we 
taſte the eternal Juy, an'l dwell 
tor a while in Heaven, and con» 
verſs with Ange's , as this 
body will endure, as this imper- 

ti. 
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tinent Life will permic, and in 
the Active lite, we perform the 
Conditions to which fo great 
rewards are promis«d, and fight 
the Batrels, that are Crown'd 
with eternal Viktoiies and 
wreaths, with Lawrels and 
Heaven ; and. diſcharge thoſe 
ducies,that ſecureour everlaſting 
happineſs, and by patience con- 
crinuance in well doing, fezk,ard 
at laſt obtain Glory , honour, 
Immortality, and ecernal Life. 
In he Contemplaiive Life we 
converke with our ſelves, and 
our hopes, with the pureſt No- 
rions of virtue and happinel;, 
and the Soul often entercourle; 
wich Angels , and 1. fupooſes 
chicfly with him thats apainted 
tor her Guard, and tor her Di- 
rector, and whether ſhe will or 
no, with the cvil Spirits, chat 
are always arguing in the bzhalf 
at vice, and foiiciting to = 
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Of Eomenplution,&e. 7 5 
by a thouſand filacies, and Pn- 
thuftaftick Deſuſttom , with Ar- 

uments and Philoſophy finer 
then any is taught, or learnt in. 


the Schools, by Images and I- 


deas, that Gourt and Chain e-» 
ven tothe forcing of the corrupt 
will; and great 1s their advan- 
tage from their immate:ial and 
Spiritual Natures, by which 
they joyn the Soul in cloſcr ar- 
eament, 'and when the argu- 
ment is weak , the Impouiſe is 
ftrong,and the Deluſion, repeat - 
ted: and immodeſt,and the chief 
fear of the mind is att:&'xt wh 
Nrength aml Violence; and if 
Ignorant or Infirm, 13 quickly 
overcome; but chiefly is the Soul 
attackt , by one fingle Spirit, 
that unceſſamy folicirs its ruin, 
and ſpares neither Arguments, 
nor pains, nor Induſtry, to ce- 
feat its happineſs, and the Care 
of the good Angel, that watches 
E 4 as 
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as unceſlantly for its ſecurity | 
and one of the great advantages | 
of Mc<ditation is co defeat the | 


Stratagems and the falacies ofthe 
Spiritual enemy, of whole wiles 
St. Paul himſclt had large expe-+ 
rience and trouble, for thee j5 
in them, the ſubtleit addreſs, the 
deepeſt pollicy , the ſlyeft Inh- 
nuation, the molt moving lina- 
ges, and the ſtrongeſt Ideas 
and periwaſtons ; finer then a- 
ny in Oratory , and arguments 
ſubtier then ay in Phyiotophy. 

In the Active lie, we folbw 
the great Preſident, who went 
about doing good, whole life 
was Charity, and who dy'd of 
Love, and who has declar'd his 
Religion 15 rothing bur love-, 
and jhewing it, and has given 
tc higheſt honours to thole 
that have moſt of it. Gcd is 
Love, and he that dwelleth in 
Love, dwelcth ia God, and 
(30 
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God in him, are the words of 
the Greateſt Lover that ever 
was, by whoſe Love the World 
ſtands cut of Eternal flames , 
for he di'd for that end, and by 
whoſe Love, and by the .Po- 
ings, and Sufferings of whdle 
Love, the World hopes for 'E- 
verlaſting Bliis, and he who 
beſt follows this Glorious Ex- 
ample , takes the heft means to 
ſecure this Everlaſting Hapri- 
fheſs, and lives more hke the 
Holy Jefiis, then any Hermic 
or Monk in the Work), for he 
like the Holy Jeſus, Jabours in 
the common good, and is not 
fatisfi'd with a private Salvati- 
on,and he prays and meditate: as 
well as the Hermit ton, for fo 
way a General in the very A- 
gony and doubt. of the Battle , 
and a Prince in the midſt of 
Councel, and ths labourmg 
man in the ſwear of his toy). 
E 46 ()* 
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Hoever conſiders the 
Attributes of God, and 
reflects that he is all Power, all 
Goodneſs, by his Grace, can 
icarce ceale from a conſtant 
addreſs to the Infinite Object: 
For in him is an Infinite Sourſe 
of help, an unexhauſted Good, 
neſs, an endleſs Mercy, that 
drowns the offence, and co- 
vers the Offender , and charms 
him by patience into a better 
life , and ſtronger Vows , and 
Humbler and Sincerer Addreſ: 
{es ; his Glory draws the Admi- 
ration of the whole World , 
which 15 one Common Prayer, 
and a united, ſecret, Conſtant 
Devotion of the whole Creati- 
on, 
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on, Acoring the Creating 
Power, and blefling the Mercy 
of the Upholding Power, that 
pardons Ioiquity , Tranſgrefli- 
on, and Sin, that's ſlow to 
Anger, and of Infinite Good- 
nels. Thzat made the Man , 
and therefore lets the ſinner 
live, till he repents, to live for 
ever : The unlimiced Mercy of 
the Infinite Being, draws a uni: 
yerfal Prayſe, and Love, from 
all the Creatures he hs mads 
and preſerved ; h2 is always 


bleſhng , and *tis our duty to 


be alwayes praiſing him , 
his Love has no bounds, nor. 
ought our Z'al and Aﬀe&tion 
to him hare any + ſuch Infinice 
Beauty and Perfe&tion, ought 
to be attended with endlz(s 
Vows and Addreſs, with the 
inceſlant Sacrifice of Adorati= 
on and Loye, and fuch a rca- 
dineſs and Power to aflilt and 
he'p, 
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help, muſt needs be throng'd 
with Altars aid Devotion. 

Pur is there any greater Joy 
and Honour than Prayer ? 
when the Sinner dreathe the 
preſence and mercy of the Cres 
ator» to be Careſs d and Forgi- 
ven, to be pardon'd and reſto- 
rd, and to be cloth'd with the 
Garments of Joy, inſtead of the 
Garments of Vengeance, and 
the Spirit of Heavineſs, what 
Honour Equal to that of talk- 
ing to the Almighty ? and be- 
ing an{werd by the Eternal, to 
be admitted into an Infinite 
Preſence, to expoſe our miſe. 
ries and declare our wants, and 
to intreat for-ſuecors and aid , 
while Millions of Angels are 
preſent at the Addreſs, and are 
concern'd at our wants, and 
our guilt, and rejoyce at the 
Bounty and Mercy of the Erer- 
nal King, though they can't but 
with 
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Of Payer. & 
wich aſtoniſhment ciy out » 
what is wan that thou arr 
mindtul of him, 

By Prayer we Cancel thc 
terrible debt of fin, that lies 
heavy on our Salvations, and 
preſſes down our Souls to the 
neathermoſt . Hell ; but all 
through the Merits and Inter» 
ceflion of the Eternal Son, and 
Holy Spirit ; by Prayer we riſe 
from the Hell of guilt, and 
the Furies of Deſpair, to the 
peace of God, and to the Hope 
of Sons and Heirs, and to the 
rapturous expectarion of Eter- 
pal Bliſs 5 from Tears and R-z- 
ms, to Halclujahs, and 

'itory , and 'Praifz3 (from 


trembling ar hjs Juſtice, to re- 
joyciong in his Mey, and Tri- 
umphing in his SaRgtion. 


By Prayer we triumph over 
the Powers of Darknefs and 
Hell, and overcome in the A- 

g0Ry 
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gony of Temptation, and reſiſt 
even unto blood ſtriving againſt 
ſin ; by Prayer we bind the 
Evil Sparit , and avoid the 
Peſtilence that walks in dark- 
neſs, and go upon the Lion 
and the Adder, the young Li- 
on and the Dragon , and {hun 
the Arrow that tites by day ; it 
opens and ſhuts the Heavens , 
and Caſts the Batcle, and re- 
ſtores Peace, and appcaſes Ca- 
lamities, and bleſſes the World; 
by it we proceed in the Difh- 
culties of Virtue, and ſubdue 
Ill habits, and plant good , 
and become wiſe, and Holy , 
and Everlafiingly Happy- 
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Of the many and contradifting 
Chriſtianities in (briſten- 


dom. 


Ay they find mercy in 
that day who firſt dt- 
vided the Unity of the Faith, 
and with it deſtroy'd the bond 
of peace, and righteouſneſs of 
Life. I think it reaſonable to 
infer from thoſe words of our 
Saviour to St. Paul: Saul, Sanl, 
why perſecnteſ> thou me | that 
he is capable of a holy trouble 
and concerr) in his Glorified 
State, as likewiſe from the fim- 
pathy of the Headwith the bo- 
dy and the Members;and if fo, 
what can we imagin our Holy 
Ig - 
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Saviour to be more concern'd 
at, they the tearing and rend- 
ding his moſt ſacred. body' the 
Church,intoſo many ſetts ard | 
madneſles. 

Whoever is a Setter up* of 
new Religions,is a Setter up of 
new Gods, dnd whoever dot&5 
ſo, is ſo far ſrom. being” a 
Chriſtian,. that he is nar -ſo 
much as a Socrates, a Jew,” of. | 
a good Mahometay. 

To reſtore the Purity and | 
Unity of the firſt Chriſtanity; 
and to take away the ſcandal 
of ſo many. Religions, .and. ſq 
little life, would be an Enter» 
prize worthy the greateſt Pow- 
cr, and the greateſt Picty. in | 
the World, and ot all the tra» 
vels of Great Erdoxta's Laboutrs 
ing Mind, 
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Prayers. 


Everlaſling Purity ard 

Hiclineſs, gives us ſuch 
an imitation of thy Ferfetiion, 
ſuch a compliance with the 
Example aud rhe words of thy 
Holy Child Feſus, ſuch a con 
carrence with the Inſpirations of 
the Holy and eternal Spirit 
tbat we ma pleaſe thee in all 
tLings threugh Jeſt's. 


..0 Tyfinite Beauty aud. Love, 


0 Bourdleſy Mercy and Com- 


faſſuon , Charm us. with thy 
Beauty , enflime us with thy 
Love, aſtcniſh and convert us 
with thy Patience, and through 
tim 


(50) 
him who offer d himſelf on the 
Altar of the Croſs, bring ns to 
thy Glories. 


O our Saviour, O our Re- 
deemer, grant that we may 
live ſo as that thou maijk ſee 
the trooel of thy Scul and ' 
fati. fied tlcar as by thine 4gony 
and blocdy fiwear, by thy Croſs 
and Pao. 


O Eterzal Spirit, by thy pain | 


fol and inntterab'e Intorceſſions, 
cleanſe onr Bodies, raiſe our 
Souls , purifie tur Natwet , 
frrengthen cur Reaſon , ew/arge 
our Hopes, confirm onr Faith, 
Hflame onr Charit 'y, and make 
car Lives anſwerable to our 
Faith, and to the great and ex- 
ceeding Promiſes, who art In- 
finite as the Father and the Son. 
Q 
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0 Holy Bleſſed, aud Ivfinite 
Spirit. eternal Comfortor, Foutt- 
tain of Rigereration and San- 
Aificat ien, (nable us to kn:w thy 
motions. ard to obey them. ond 
to kn: wih e counterfeit motions of 
evil ©piits, and to refiſt them, 
reflore exe Baptiſme , fill as 
with thy frwts, adorn us 
with thy Gifts, and hear us 
by thy Coming and Deſcent. and 
ty the groans of thy Tnter- 
ceſrons. 
O toly. ſacred, ani Incom» 
prehenfitle Trinity, be Gratt» 
ons to the wine Creation, ex- 
tirpate Error and wickedneſs, 
enlarge the bourds of the Goſpel 
give it the uttermoſt parts of 
the Earth for its Poſſeiſion, bu# 
efpecially thoſe who have cor- 
rupte 
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raptedits Purity, and deſtryd 


its power, avdUnity, Let its 
Dominion be from the one Sea t9 
the other, aud from the River 
to the Worlds end, Ict its Conrſe 
be ſwift as the Suns, and let it 
travell with a brighter Glory ,and 
let its Empire Told with the 
World. | 


A Thankſgiving. 


Ternal Father, ejve us all 

ſuch a ſenſe of thy Ir ſflriite 
Goodneſs , th:t we ma; thank 
thee as we ought, and praiſe thee 
uncefpantly, and love thee with 
our lives , accept the general 
Thanksgiving of the World, re- 
ceive ours i in particular, bleſſing 
thee 


] 
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thee for thy ſelf, for the Son of 


thy Love, for the effuſion of the 
'eternal Spirit , for the uniftd 
Glories , and the confederate 
Goodneſs of the Holy and uncon- 
ceivableTrinity,that conſpir d to 
our Redemption, and abandon'd 
the Angels. For the life of 
Fejus in the fleſh, for the Holy 
Religion he gate, for the Infinite 
walue of his death, and for the 
Triumphs of his Reſurrefion,and 
for the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 
To thee be all praiſe and Fononr 
Obedience and Love for ever.. + 


 Wer- 
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Ertue alone is Heaves, 
and Vice is Hell, 
Al:2e we are damn'd, or with 


che Etppy dwell. 
AS we tn vice or Wertue do 
excel. 


Flere we are Bleft or curs'd, if | 
Verinoms' comwn'd, | 

Tho poer , if vitiaus carſt, tho 
Crowm abound, 

Ronfe then my frighted Soul) 
and obReinately Bi, 

Reje# the. Rain, and ſecure” 
the Prize. 


No more of ſacred Vertue or "Y 
Faith diſpute, 

Thy Breaſt confirms the firſt, of | 
tÞ laſt, theCreed __— th 


} 


ps 


The (hort, plain, Apoſtles Creed 
is all thy Faith ; 

Live and Believe, is all the ſa- 
cred Scripture ſaith. 


